
Habitat 
Aquariums makes a great habitat for frogs and toads.  Create a 
landscape of half water and half land.  The depth of the water   
depends on the height of your frog; the frog’s head should stick out 
of the water while it’s sitting comfortably on the bottom.  Frogs can 
easily drown in water that is too deep.  Gravel can be spread 
across the bottom to give the frog a better grip.  You can also add a 
few larger rocks to allow the frog  to easily get out of the water.  
Water temperature should be around 77o to 83o F.  (See reverse for 
specific temperature and care requirements.) 
For the land side, use a substrate like Exo-Terra’s Plantation Soil 
which will hold humidity.  Natural plants and decorative rocks with 
moss make great hiding spots for your frog.  Also, provide them 
with branches to climb on.  Since frogs are great jumpers, make 
sure you have a screen top for your aquarium to prevent escape. 
Use a dome spot light on top of the screen top to bring the        
enclosure to the appropriate temperature (see reverse side for   
specific temperatures).  There is some controversy concerning the 
use of UVB lighting for frogs.   UVB lighting is used by most diurnal 
reptiles to stimulate calcium uptake.  If you use a UVB bulb, make 
sure to keep the tank a bit dim.  Frogs will hide if their area is too 
bright.  
 

Filtration 
A completely submersible filter such as the Penn Plax Reptology 
will help remove solids from the water.  The water is sucked in and 
filtered through a sponge filter and shot back into the tank.   Clean 
the sponge at least once a week and change the filter’s charcoal 
once a month.  Attach flexible tubing to the output tube, drape it 
over a pile of rocks, and - voila! - you have a waterfall. 
 

Cleaning 
Water changes should be done weekly.  Simply siphon out as  
much  water as possible and replace it with fresh dechlorinated 
water using a product like Exo-Terra Aquatize, it will remove   
harmful chlorine from water and also help stimulate slime coat  
development which helps protect your pet.  Without water changes, 
ammonia can build up and cause burns that will leave your pet 
open to disease.   
 

Diet 
Frogs have a large appetite and will eat almost any small animal or 
fish which it can fit into its mouth.  Insects - like crickets,          
mealworms, superworms, and redworms - are great food for frogs.  
As your frog grows, you might even try a pinky mouse.  Make sure 
the prey is an appropriate size.  Live foods are best since frogs see 
moving objects best.  Be sure to house only like sized frogs      
together; if there is too much of a size discrepancy, they might eat 
each other! 
 

Shedding 
Like other reptiles, frogs shed or slough off their skin.  For some 
frogs the skin will just drop off in the water.  For others they will 
stretch and contort until the old skin slips off.    What  ever  style  
your  frog chooses, don’t be surprised if they eat it!   They do this to 
replenish vitamins and minerals used in everyday living. 
 

Please Note:  The information in this handout is meant to 
provide basic information only.  Please see 
a salesperson for more information. 
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 Frogs and Toads are members of the order Anura.  The 
word anuran means “without a tail”, which is a major characteristic 
of these amphibians.  There are no visible characteristics that   
absolutely divide the two groups other than Toads lack teeth. 
 Generally speaking, toads have drier skin, often with 
bumps and rough spots on the back.  They are broader and flatter 
than frogs and are not as efficient at jumping.  Toads are better 
equipped for life in a relatively dry area but will die if exposed to the 
sun or extremely dry air for too long.  Frogs tend to live in and 
around ponds or other bodies of water because they swim more 
while toads just like damp areas. 
 All anurans have a fleshy tongue which is attached to the 
front of the mouth rather than at the back.  This tongue has a sticky 
tip so when the anuran spots its prey, it simply flips out the tongue, 
snares the food on the tip, then holds it in place in the mouth with 
its jaws.  At this point, it more or less swallows the food whole. 
 Anurans have four toes on the front legs and five toes on 
the hind legs and can grip things pretty effectively.  Although the 
legs are originally evolved for swimming, not for jumping. 
 How do they breathe?  Adults have lungs.  They keep 
their mouth closed which cuts down on evaporation and creates an 
airtight seal of the mouth cavity.  When they lower the floor of the 
mouth, they create a partial vacuum that forcibly draws air through 
the nose and into the cavity.  They then close the nostrils, raise the 
bottom of the mouth again and open the lid of flesh that covers the 
opening to the wind pipe.  Pressure from the mouth forces air into 
the windpipe and on into the lungs.  Pressure from muscles and 
elastic lung fibers allow air to be expelled.  The rhythm looks a lot 
like a bellows. 
 Why does the skin feel moist to the touch?  There are skin 
glands which produce two general types of secretions. The first 
kind can be irritating and toxic and is secreted to fend off predators 
that try to pick up an anuran with its mouth.  The second type of 
secretion is mucus which coats the skin of the animal and         
decreases water loss due to evaporation.  If you must handle your 
frog, wet your hands first to prevent removing your pet’s slime coat.  
Also, remember to wash your hands after handling them. 
 Do frogs have ears?  Sure!  Despite the fact that they 
have no external ears - simply a tympanum visible as a flat, round 
area where the ear would be - anurans have fairly sensitive     
hearing.  Humans hear 16 to 20,000 vibrations per second.  Frogs 
and toads hear 50 to 10,000 vibrations per second.  As you’ve 
probably heard, they have voices, too.  Normally just the males can 
be heard and normally just during mating season.  Males have a 
special inflatable sac under their throat which allows some calls to 
carry more than a mile.  From the chorus of many males in a pond, 
a female can distinguish the call of a male of her own species! 
 Anurans have well developed eyes.  In fact, sight is their 
best developed sense.  They hunt by sight and can distinguish both 
colors and patterns. 
 Water is very important to anurans; they can never be too 
far away because mating takes place in the water.  Fertilization is 
external - the males fertilize the eggs as they are expelled from the 
female.  For a while, the eggs are attached in bunches to water 
plants, then they hatch into tadpoles which later develop into frogs 
or toads!  (See are handout “Basic Information on Tadpoles”) 
 
 
 

Basic Information on 

Frogs & Toads 



Tomato Frog 
Scientific Name: Dyscophus sp. 
Habitat Range: Madagascar 
Appearance:  Coloration ranges from yellowish orange to 
bright read 
Adult Size:  3 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 6 years 
Daytime Temperature: 70o- 80o

 

 

Oriental Fire-Bellied Toad 
Scientific Name: Bombina orientalis 
Habitat Range: Korea, Northeastern China, Russia 
Appearance:  Green to brown mottled with bright red, yel-
low, and/or black 
Adult Size:  2 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 12 years 
Daytime Temperature: 75o- 78o 

 

African Clawed Frog 
Scientific Name: Xenopus laevis 
Habitat Range: Africa 
Appearance: Coloration ranges from green to greenish 
grey, although other colors such as albino are not uncom-
mon.  Their eyes and nose are on top of the head so they 
can see and breathe at the top of the water without being 
easily detected. 
Adult Size:  5 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 5 to 15 years 
Water Temperature: 75o- 78o 

Special Notes:  These frogs are completely aquatic and 
spend their entire life in water.  Their habitat should be 
more like a fish aquarium as opposed to a terrarium with 
land. 
 

Poison Dart Frog 
Scientific Name: Dendrobates sp. 
Habitat Range: rainforests of Central & South America 
Appearance: These frogs are seen in a wide variety of 
colors from black with yellow to blue with green and    
colors in between. 

Adult Size:  ½ inch to 2½ inches in length 

Average Lifespan in Captivity: 5 years 
Daytime Temperature: 73o- 80o 

Special Notes: These frogs are non-toxic when captive 
bred since they create their toxins from chemicals in the 
insects they eat in the wild. 

Specific information on Frogs and Toads commonly kept as pets 

The American Bullfrog 
Scientific Name: Rana catesbeiana 
Habitat Range: Eastern United States 
Appearance: Coloration ranges from green to greenish 
brown 
Adult Size:  3.5 to 6 inches in length.  Leg length can add 
another 7-10 inches to the total length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 4 to 5 years 
Daytime Temperature: 77o- 83o 

 

Argentine Horned Frog (aka Pacman Frog) 
Scientific Name: Ceratophrys ornata 
Habitat Range: rainforests of Argentina, Uruguay, and 
Brazil 
Appearance: Coloration ranges widely from bright green 
with red and yellow markings to less green with black 
markings.  The albinos usually have red markings. 
Adult Size:  6 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 10 years 
Daytime Temperature: 77o- 83o 

Special Notes: These guys are voracious eaters.  Small 
decorations are not recommended for their enclosures.  
These frogs do not require a half & half aquarium.  Their 
enclosure can be all land with a water bowl that is large 
enough for them to get into.   

 

White’s Tree Frog (aka Dumpy Tree Frog) 
Scientific Name: Litoria caerulea 
Habitat Range: Northeast Australia, New Guinea, Torres 
Straits, Indonesia, South America 
Appearance: Smooth green skin which occasionally 
changes to shades of brown or blue 
Adult Size:  4 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 15 years 
Daytime Temperature: 80o- 85o 

 

Red-Eyed Tree Frog 
Scientific Name: Agalychnis callidryas 
Habitat Range: rainforests of Central & South America 
Appearance: Green with blue and yellow sides, orange 
feet, and bright red eyes 
Adult Size:  3 inches in length 
Average Lifespan in Captivity: 5 years 
Daytime Temperature: 78o- 85o 

Special Notes: This species tends to do better when kept 
with other Red-Eyed Tree Frogs. 
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