
Froglet 
After the legs have developed, the tail     
begins to shrink.  The tail does not fall off 

the frog yet, as it is a very valuable 
food source.  As its stores of        
nutrients are being used up, the tail 

begins to shrink.  The frog will not eat until the tail is 
absorbed. The froglet often leaves the water before the 
tail is completely gone. 
 
Frog 

When the froglet climbs completely out of 
the water, your tadpole is now a frog.  These 
frogs will then start the whole process again.  
(See our handout “Basic Information on 
Frogs & Toads”) 

 
Habitat 

Aquariums makes a great habitat for frogs and toads.  
Create a landscape of half water and half land.       
Tadpoles are completely aquatic and get oxygen via 
their gills - just like fish - so they will need a lot of water 
until they become a frog.  Gravel can be spread across 
the bottom, and you can also add a few larger rocks to 
allow the froglet to easily get out of the water.  The   
water temperature should be 75o-78o.  If the water  
temperature is too cool, it will take longer for the      
tadpole to become a frog. 
A completely submersible filter will help remove solids 
from the water.  The water is sucked in and filtered 
through a sponge filter and shot back into the tank.  
(See our handout “Basic Information on Frogs & 
Toads” for more details on the habitat.)  
 

Water changes should be done every other week.  
Simply siphon out about 25% of the water and replace 
it with fresh dechlorinated water using a product like 
Exo-Terra Aquatize which will remove harmful chlorine 
from the water.  Without water changes, ammonia can 
build up and cause burns that will leave your pet open 
to disease.   
 
Diet 
It is best to feed tadpoles as they would eat in a pond, 
so we recommend that you feed a vegetable based 
pellet formulated for goldfish.  As the tadpole blossoms 
into a frog, you can switch to a tropical fish pellet and 
small crickets. 
 
Please Note:  The information in this handout is meant to provide basic 
information only.  Please see a salesperson for more information. 
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The American Bullfrog, Rana catesbeiana, is the type 
of tadpole we normally sell in our store.  They are 
found throughout the eastern United States.  They are 
larger than the toad tadpoles commonly found in 
creeks and ponds in our area.   
Tadpole development usually take 6 to 12 weeks.  But 
can take as long 14 months.  Some scientist believe 
the longer the metamorphosis takes, the healthier the 
frog, and the better the chance of  survival.   
  
Eggs 

Frogs tend to lay single eggs in masses, and 
toads usually lay eggs in long chains.  
Since there are so many hazards a frog 
may face during metamorphosis, frogs lay 
many eggs to ensure a number of them 

survive to become full grown adult frogs.  The female 
bullfrog can lay up to 25,000 eggs held together on the 
surface of a pond.  About 7 - 21 days after being      
fertilized, the eggs will hatch.  At this point, they begin 
the process of metamorphosis as they change from a 
tadpole into a frog. 
 
Tadpole 

After being hatched, the little fish-like       
creatures called tadpoles will eat the egg yolk 
that is left in its gut, and will usually attach       

themselves to plants for protection.  At this point, 
the tadpole consists of gills, a mouth, and a tail.  
After about a week, they will begin to swim around 
and feed on algae and plant matter.  After about a 

month, the tadpole will begin to grow teeth and skin 
over the gills.  They may even begin to swim in schools 
like fish and eat very small insect. 
 
Tadpole with Legs 

One of the first visible signs is the growth of 
the back legs.  The back legs will develop 
before  the  front  legs  and  simply grow out 

from the surface of the skin.  The front legs  
form underneath the skin.   When  the front 
legs  are  fully developed, they will push 

through the skin.  While this is all occurring, a 
growth spurt of the head has slowly caused 

the the the tadpole to resemble a frog.   

Basic Information on 

Tadpoles 
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