
Q: What  size  protein  skimmer should I get for my   

saltwater aquarium? 

A:  Protein skimmers are normally rated for fish only aquariums.   

If you have a fish only aquarium, follow the rating on the   

skimmer’s box.  

 If you have a reef aquarium, there is the added load of corals, 

as well as other animals not found in a fish only aquarium.    

So, you must cut the rating of the protein skimmer in half.       

For example: If you have a 55 gallon reef aquarium, you need 

a skimmer that is rated for a 110 gallon aquarium.   

 

Q:  How do I choose a pump for my pond? 

A: When choosing a pond pump there are two main factors that 

must be considered - maximum flow rate and maximun head 

height.   

 Maximum Flow Rate refers  to the amount of water that can 

be circulated by the pump in one hour at the surface of the 

pond with no hose attached.  The entire body of water should 

be circulated, at the very least, once every two hours.  The 

more circulation - the better. 

 For example: A  500 gallon pond should have a pump rated for 

at least 250 gallons per hour.   

 Maximum Head Height refers to the height at which water 

flow STOPS.  Remember when a pump pumps water straight 

up the flow rate lessens considerably.  For instance, a Mag-

Drive pump that is rated at 500 gph flow rate at surface level 

drops to 250 gph when plumbing up 5 feet for a fountain or 

waterfall. 

 Flow rates  are  also affected by the length of tubing attached 

to the pump.  Add one foot of “head” height for every 10 foot of 

tubing. Waterfalls require 75+ gph for every inch of falls width.  

 

Q:   How can I calculate the amount of water in my pond? 

A: First you need to know the dimensions of your pond in inches, 

then use this simple equation to calculate the gallons of water 

in your pond. 

 Here  is a simple equation you can use to calculate the     

number of gallons of water in your pond 

 For rectangular ponds the measurements need to be in inches.   

 Length X Width X Height, divided by 231  =  gallons 

 For round ponds the measurements need to be in feet.   

 (((.785 X (top diameter X bottom diameter X depth)) X 7.5) X 

2) = gallons 

  

Please Note:  The information in this handout is meant to provide basic 
information only.  Please see a salesperson for more information. 
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Q:  How often should I replace my light bulbs? 

A: We recommend replacing your light bulbs on this schedule 

(assuming 10-12 hours usage per day): 

 Standard fluorescent tubes  every 10-12 months 

 Very High Output fluorescent tubes every   6-10 months 

 Compact fluorescent tubes     every 12-14 months 

 Metal halide lamps   every 14-18 months 

 UV (Ultraviolet) fluorescent tubes every 10-12 months 

 

Q:  How intense should my lighting be? 

A:  Freshwater aquarium   1-2 watts per gallon 

 Planted freshwater aquarium  2-3 watts per gallon 

 Reef tank with soft corals/polyps 3-4 watts per gallon 

 Reef tank with stony corals  4-5 watts per gallon 

 

Q:  What is “Flow Rate” on pumps and filters? 

A: Flow rate refers to how often your aquarium water is filtered by 

your filter or moved by your powerhead (water pump) in one 

hour.  If you examine the retail box of an aquarium power filter 

or powerhead, you will find the rating in gallons per hour (gph).  

Recommended flow rates depend on what’s in the aquarium. 

 Use these suggested turnover rates (how many times all of the 

water in your aquarium is filtered per hour) to determine the 

best flow rate for your aquarium. 

 Freshwater    3-4 times per hour 

 Saltwater (fish only)   8-10 times per hour 

 Reef aquarium   10+ times per hour  

 For example: If you have a 30 gallon freshwater aquarium, you 

need all 30 gallons to be turned over at least 3 times an hour. 

So, you need a power filter with a flow rate of at least 90 gph.   

 

Q:  What type of heater do I need for my aquarium? 

A:  We recommend submersible heaters for all aquariums.   

 All aquariums    3-5 watts per gallon 

 

Q: How much gravel do I need in my aquarium? 

A:  Approximately 1# per gallon, but this depends on the type of 

aquarium you have. 

 Gravel (freshwater)   1 to 1.5# per gallon 

 Fine Sand (saltwater)   1# per gallon 

 Coarse Sand (saltwater)  1.5# per gallon 

 Live rock (saltwater - fish only)  .5# per gallon 

 Live rock (saltwater - reef)  1 to 2# per gallon 
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