
Several species can kick 
defensive hairs off the top 
of the abdomen.  Some 
people are sensitive to 
the hairs and may itch.  
Rinse your hands and 
arms after holding your 
pet.   
 
Molting 
Tarantulas molt their   
exoskeleton.  They will 
stop feeding for a week or 
so before their molt. They will turn over on their back, the old 
exoskeleton will split and they will work it off and flip upright.  
It will be several days before the new exoskeleton hardens.  
Do not feed or handle the tarantula at this time.   
 

Common species of Tarantula 
Chilean Rose Tarantula - Grammostola spatulata 
Found mostly in deserts and scrubland of Bolivia,          
North Chile, and Argentina 
size  -  4.5  to 5.5 inches 
Temperature  -  70  to  85

o 

Humidity 75-80% 
Temperament  -  Docile 
Type  -  Terrestrial 
 
Pink Toe Tarantula - Avicularia avicularia 
Found mostly in South America and Southern Carribean 
Size  -  4 to 5 inches 
Temperature  -  75  to  85

o 

Humidity 78-82% 
Temperament  -  Docile 
Type  -  Arboreal 
 
Curly Hair Tarantula - Brachypelma albopilosa 
Found mostly in mountain & cloud forests of Central      
America 
Size  -  5 to 5.5 inches 
Temperature  -  70  to  85

o 

Humidity 75-80% 
Temperament  -  Docile 
Type  -  Terrestrial 
 
Zebra Tarantula - Aphonopelna seemanni 
Found mostly in tropical forest areas of Costa Rica 
Size  -  4 to 4.5 inches 
Temperature  -  70  to  85

o 

Humidity 75-80% 
Temperament  -  Docile 
Type  -  Burrowing 
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There are approximately 35,000 known species of spiders 
and about 800 are true tarantulas.  Tarantulas are mostly 
heavy-bodied and have eight eyes on a small “bump” at the 
front of the body.  All tarantulas are venomous and all can 
bite.  For most people the tarantula bite causes the same 
reaction as a bee sting.   
 
Female tarantulas can live 20 years or more.  Males usually 
die within a year and a half after reaching adulthood.  Males 
are usually more slender and adult males have a distinct 
hook on the bottom of the third segment of each front    
walking leg.   
 
Housing 
Any type of escape proof container can house your          
tarantula.  We carry  a variety of small plastic containers as 
well as small glass tanks.  An aboreal (tree dwelling) species 
will prefer a tall enclosure and burrowing species will prefer 
more ground space.  What ever you choose make sure it is 
escape proof!  Most tarantulas do well at 70

O 
- 80

O
F. 

 
Decorations are encouraged to keep stress down by provid-
ing your pet with hiding areas and make it feel more at 
home.  Rocks, cork bark, artificial plants, hiding caves, and 
branches are all great choices.   
 
Bedding 
Exoterra CoCo Husk or Plantaion Soil are products that we 
use as substrate in our tarantula setups. Both are           
completely natural and hold moisture for long periods of 
time.  DO NOT use cedar shavings, since it is toxic to some 
invertebrates. Fake grass carpeting is not recommended; it 
will not hold moisture and your spider cannot burrow.  Spray 
your substrate weekly for species who like humidity.   
 
Food & Water 
Tarantulas are predators and will eat just about any insect.  
Be careful about wild caught insects, they could be         
contaminated with pesticides.  Gutloaded “pesticide free” 
crickets are available in our store.  Feed your pet about once 
a week.  Remove uneaten parts or any uneaten food after a 
day.  Use a shallow dish for water.  A filled water dish helps 
keep the humidity high.  We add small rocks or gravel to the 
water dish to help prevent drowning. 
 
Handling 
If you decide to handle your pet, place your hand palm up in 
front of the spider and gently urge it onto your hand by 
touching it on the sensitive hairs on the back of its           
abdomen.  If the spider rears back at you, or seems very 
nervous, try again at another time. If you drop a tarantula it  
could crack your pet’s protective shell (exoskeleton) and kill 
it.   
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Housing 
A pair of adults can live com-
fortably  in  a  10 gallon tank.  
Floor space is more important 
than height.   Some adults will 
drink from a shallow, wide 

water dish.  Decorations may include bark, rocks, logs.  
These all make good hiding places.  Since some species 
may burrow, leave some open area.  Aspen litter or a type of 
shredded reptile bark may be used as substrate.   
 
Diet 
Scorpions are nocturnal, predatory animals that feed on a 
variety of insects, spiders, centipedes, and other scorpions. 
The larger scorpions occasionally feed on small lizards, 
snakes, and  mice.   In  captivity,  adults  eat  crickets, meal-
worms and other large insects  with  an  occasional  pinkie 
(baby) mouse.  Young scorpions can be fed pinhead (tiny) 
crickets. 
 
Breeding 
All scorpions are viviparous, which means that they have 
live babies that develop from eggs inside the mother.  The 
eggs can take from  2 - 8 months to hatch (some species 
are pregnant for almost a year and a half).  Family groups 
seem to be quite important to scorpions.  Young scorpions 
do much better when kept with mom.  Young scorpions are 
commonly called  “scorplings”.   The  number of young vary 
with the species.   Ten,  twelve, or over a  hundred  young is 
not uncommon. 
 
Popular species 

African Emperor Scorpion,  Pandinus Imperator, 20 cm (6”)  
Most popular large black scorpion.  Docile temperament. 
Temperature 75O to 82O  Humidity 75 - 80% 
 
Asian Forest Scorpion,  Heterometrus spinifer,  12cm (5”) 
Slightly smaller but more agressive than its African cousin.    
Temperature 75O - 90O   Humidity 78 - 82%. 
 
Desert Hairy Scorpion,  Hadrurus arizonensis,  12cm (5”)  
Agressive and stings readily.  Its venom is not considered 
significant.  Color is dark greenish tan with tan or blue limbs.  
This scorpion can die if there is too much moisture in the 
tank. Being from the desert, the Desert Hairy Scorpion has 
adapted to getting its water from the animals it feeds on.  
Temperature 75O - 85O  Humidity 55 - 65%.   
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Scorpions are venomous arthropods of the class Arachnida 
and are considered relatives of the spiders, mites, and ticks. 
There are  approximately 1,400  species  of true scorpions  
worldwide, characterized by an elongated body and a     
segmented tail that is tipped with a venomous stinger. 
 
Scorpions are commonly thought of as desert animals, but in 
fact, they occur in many other habitats as well, including 
grasslands and savannahs,  deciduous forests, mountain 
pine forests, rain forest,  and  caves.   About  90 species 
occur in the U.S., and all but four of these naturally occur 
west of the Mississippi River. 
 
Description 
As arachnids, scorpions have mouthparts called chelicerae, 
a pair of pedipalps (pincers), and four pairs of legs. The 
pincerlike pedipalps are used primarily for prey capture and 
defense, but are also covered with various types of sensory 
hairs.  The body is divided  into  two  main  regions,  a  
cephalothorax and an abdomen. The cephalothorax is 
covered above by a carapace (or head shield) that usually 
bears a pair of median eyes and 2 to 5 pairs of lateral eyes 
at its front corners  (a few cave and litter-dwelling scorpions 
are eyeless). 
 
The abdomen consists of 12 distinct segments, with the last 
five forming what most people refer to as the “tail”. At the 
end of the abdomen  is  the telson, which bears a bulb-
shaped structure containing the venom glands and a sharp, 
curved aculeus (stinger) to deliver the venom.  
 
The “long-tailed” South African Scorpion (Hadogenes troglo-
dytes) reaches a length of over 8 inches, and is probably the 
longest scorpion in the world. Some of the African and Asian 
Emperor Scorpions routinely reach (and probably exceed) 7 
inches. The largest scorpions in the US are members of the 
genus Hadrurus (giant desert hairy scorpions), obtaining a 
length of about 5 inches. 
 
Scorpion Venom 
The venom of scorpions is used for both prey capture and 
defense.  Scorpion venoms are complex mixtures of neuro-
toxins (toxins  which  affect  the  victim’s nervous system) 
and other substances; each species has a unique mixture. 
Despite their bad reputation, only one species in the U.S. 
and about 20 others worldwide have venom potent enough 
to be considered dangerous to humans. 
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