
*Never make the formula stronger than the 3rd day solution.  Warm 
the milk to the squirrel’s body temperature (about 101º).  Test on 
your wrist, the milk should feel slightly warmer than your body           
temperature. 
Hold the baby vertically “head up” to feed.  If using a pet nurser, 
you will need to make a hole in the nipple.  BE CAREFUL!  Make a 
small puncture first, enlarging as needed.  If the milk comes out too 
fast, the baby may breath it into his lungs.  This can cause an   
infection.  If using a syringe, feed slowly to avoid strangling. If milk 
bubbles are coming out of the baby's nose - you are feeding too 
fast or the hole in the nipple is too large.  It may take several    
feedings for baby to get used to new procedures and tastes.   
 

The bowel movement should be of the consistency of toothpaste. A 
yellow color is common on goat milk.  If bowel movements remain 
firm, stay on the dilution for day 3.  If bowel movements become 
runny, go to Pedialyte® until they firm up, then start on “Day 1” 
again. 
 

Keep babies as clean as possible.  Clean around the mouth after 
every feeding with a damp cloth.  Clean the genital and anal areas 
several times per day. 
 

You must use vitamins with this formula.  Very tiny babies should 
get one drop twice per day after the first week of the formula     
rotation.  Around 3 weeks of age, use one drop 3 times per day.  
When their eyes open, give two drops 3 times per day.  Give the 
drops directly in the mouth at all ages. 
 

When stronger, pink hairless babies should be fed every 2 hours; 
dark hairless babies every 2 ½ to 3 hours; and completely furry 
babies every 4 hours. 
 

Baby squirrels need to be stimulated in order "to go to the        
bathroom".  After feeding, gently stroke the genital area with a 
warm moist cotton ball or tissue.  It may take several minutes and 
you won’t always get results.  When babies are fully furred (3 1/2 
weeks - 4 weeks), they wiggle around enough to stimulate      
themselves and you can stop.  NOTE:  Failure to stimulate can 
cause uremic poisoning and death.   
 

Special Problems 
Fleas & mites: Use a flea and tick powder for newborn kittens.  
Be careful not to get it in the eyes.  Dust the baby - wait a few 
minutes - then brush downward from the nose to the tail with a soft 
toothbrush.   Or you can spray lightly with a D Flea® Spray.      
Remember to keep the baby warm.  Do Not over spray.  Repeat if 
needed. 
Diarrhea:  The most common reasons for diarrhea is stress, 
changes in diet, or overfeeding.  Eliminate change, cut back on the 
amount fed, eliminate stress.  If diarrhea persists put the baby on 
Pedialyte® until the bowel movement firms up, then go back to 1st 
day dilution and work through formula changes using Pedialyte® 
(for 2 days) instead of water.  If this doesn't work call the           
Environmental Center (251) 221-5000.   
 

If other problems occur (respiratory problems, bloating) please call 
for help immediately.   
 

DO's 
• Make only enough formula for a 24 hours. 
• Warm only enough formula for one feeding 
• Keep syringes or bottles clean 
• Change bedding material often. 
• Keep a small woven wire screen on the top of his box at all 

times (never chicken wire) 
 

DON'T's 
• Use bedding with strings 
• Put a heating pad inside of the living quarters 
• Use a glass eyedropper 
• Let your "baby" become chilled 
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During the aftermath of any storm, many people find abandoned 
baby squirrels.  If you find a baby squirrel, immediately call the 
Environmental Center (251) 221-5000.  THEY will take the baby 
squirrel and care for it.  It is against Alabama state law to keep any 
native fur-bearing animal – like a squirrel – as a pet.  Just caring for 
an abandoned baby squirrel counts as “keeping it as a pet”, and 
you could face a fine of up to $500.  To care for the animal until you 
can contact the Environmental Center, follow the instructions    
below. 
 
PLAN A  
Determine if the animal needs your help!   
Squirrels will sometimes be reclaimed by their mother if returned to 
the nest tree.   Put the babies in an open pillow case and hang it in 
the nest tree.  Check back in a couple of hours. 
ANY baby not claimed will have to be rescued!  Go to “PLAN B”. 
 

 
PLAN B  
Caring for the baby 
Supplies needed for baby squirrels 
� Milk replacer (goat milk works best) 
� Small animal liquid vitamin 
� Plastic eye dropper or syringe 
� Nurser bottle 
� Fever thermometer (oral) 
� Heating pad 
� Soft cloth bedding (ravel-free) 
� Box (before eyes are open) 
� Cage (after eyes are open - don't use chicken wire) 
 

If you are not sure how long the baby has been away from its  
mother, or if the baby is dehydrated (when skin is pulled away from 
the backbone and does not return within a few seconds), give   
Pedialyte®, Gatorade®, or this homemade formula: 1/2 cup warm 
water, 1/8 teaspoon Karo Syrup®, and one pinch salt.  Offer as 
much as the baby will drink by eyedropper or syringe every 15-30 
minutes while warming the baby.   
 

Use an artificial heat source (95º) such as a heating pad or light 
bulb on one side of the box (make sure the baby cannot touch the 
bulb).   Heat only one side so the baby can move away from the 
heat source if it gets too warm.  Very tiny babies cannot move 
away so use a room thermometer placed next to the baby to   
maintain heat around 95°.  Squirrels should have a heat source 
until they're at least 8 - 9 weeks old.  Baby squirrels that become 
weak, stop eating, or bloat and become constipated are usually too 
cold.  They should feel very warm to the touch, or they can't digest 
their food properly.   
 

Re-hydrate for 4 hours (strong baby), to 24 hours (weak baby), 
before going to milk formula.  Feed canned goat milk (specifically 
recommended by the Environmental Studies Center) or puppy milk 
replacement formula.  Please follow the label’s directions.   If you 
only have 1 or 2 small babies, shake the can well and store 2  
ounces per baby in the refrigerator for dilution.  The rest can be 
poured in an ice-cube tray and frozen.  (Please follow the label 
directions – some formulas should not be frozen.)  Keep milk cubes 
in plastic bag in freezer to thaw as needed. 
1st  day dilution:  1 part milk to 4 parts water 
2nd day dilution:  1 part milk to 3 parts water 
3rd  day dilution:  1 part milk to 2 parts water 
 

Basic Information on 

Baby Squirrels 



Six to seven weeks – 9” to 11” long 
Furry all over including underside of tail – can sit up 
Weight 175 to 250 grams 
Feeding – The baby should be eating 3/4 to 1-1/2 ounce 3 times a 
day with no night feeding (unless in a weakened condition).  Your 
baby should start cutting molars.  Be sure to check his teeth often 
to see if they are straight and coming in properly.  If there are  
problems, seek help immediately.   
 

Offer shelled acorns and shelled raw peanuts.  As the baby       
matures. just crack them.   Give them whole to the older babies.   
Also, offer sunflower seed and pine cones.  Continue bread, fruits, 
and veggies.  Give only half of any fancy nuts like pecans and  
walnuts.  Some squirrels will eat only these nuts and avoid their 
fruits and veggies.  Give water in a water bottle.  Avoid getting the 
animal wet as it could become chilled.    It should grow about 1 inch 
per week.   
Housing:  Transfer your pet to a larger cage.  Include a wooden 
box to be used as a nest.  Be sure to add soiled bedding to his box 
so he knows it’s his box. 
 

Also give branches with leaves, flowers and buds from native  
bushes and trees, including fruit trees.  No ornamentals such as 
azaleas, oleanders, etc.   
 

Eight to ten weeks – 11” or longer 
Fur is longer and the tail is bushy 
Weight – 250 grams or more 
Feeding – Continue giving fruits, veggies and nuts. He may urinate 
on his food.  This marks it as his.  He may act a little wild.  
Housing – At this point, leave his cage outdoors. Suspend it in a 
tree at eye level.  If the weather is cool, cover with a tarp.  Place a 
branch in the cage at an angle to encourage climbing.  Start putting 
dry oak leaves, pine straw, and small twigs in his cage.  He will use 
this material to make a nest in his box.   
 

Check the teeth for correct position:  uppers straight down and  
lowers very slight upward curve.  They will move horizontally – 
don’t be alarmed, this is normal. 
 

At 6 weeks, cut back to 3 feedings of formula per day. 
At 7 weeks, cut back to 2 feedings of formula per day. 
At 8 weeks, cut back to 1 feedings of formula per day. 
At 9 weeks, you should be able to celebrate a weaned squirrel! 
 

14 to 16 weeks – 11” or longer 
Weight - 425+ grams 
Feeding - Eating everything.  Drinking lots of fresh water.  Pacing 
back and forth. 
 

Time to release - Make sure your squirrel: 

� Is at least 14 weeks old. 
� Will eat a variety of foods - can crack and eat a walnut in 5-10 

minutes. 
� Has been outdoors before.  Do not put out spring babies when 

temps go below 40°.   
� Has had a minimum of 4 weeks of 24 hour acclimatizing     

partially covered from sun by day and completely covered at 
night. 

� Is properly shy of dogs and humans. 
� Is in perfect health with good weight, good pellets and a good 

coat of fur. 
� Is at a suitable release site - plenty of natural foods and water 

and other squirrels (but not overpopulated). 
� Has good weather for the next 5 days. 
 

After Release 
Leave the cage and food at the release site for 4 days and change 
daily.  "Slow" babies should be taken back in and allowed to     
mature before a second release is attempted. 
 

Please Note:  The information in this handout is meant to provide basic 
information only.  Please see a salesperson for more information. 
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DON'T's  

• Transport him around unnecessarily. 

• Feed the baby so quickly that milk bubbles out of his nose. 

• Become alarmed if the squirrel urinates on his food. 

• Become alarmed when he gives out a high pitched tone end-
ing with a lower tone moan.  He has just discovered his voice. 

• Become alarmed if you hear a very high pitched scream.      
He may be dreaming.  If so, wake him gently.  If it continues, 
he may have gas.  Pick him up, rub his back and try to get the 
burp out.  Or stimulate him to urinate or defecate.  If this   
doesn't work he may be bloated. Call the Environmental    
Center (251) 221-5000. 

Normal development of squirrels 
Gulf coast squirrels may be smaller and eat less than the ones 
mentioned here. 
 

Newborn to one week – 3” to 5” long 
Pink – transparent skin – no fur – eyes tightly closed 
Weight – approximately 15 – 20 grams 
Feeding – Intake of formula per feeding approximately 1/4 tea-
spoon every 1 1/2 to 2 hours during the day, and twice during the 
night (use eyedropper only).  Do not overfeed as it causes diar-
rhea.  Check fullness of the stomach at each feeding.  If still full, 
lengthen feeding time. The temperature should be kept at 95º.  
Stimulate before and after each feeding. 
 

One to two weeks – 5” to 6” long 
Pink – very little fur (if any, dark streak down spine where fur will 
began) – eyes closed 
Weight – 20 – 35 grams 
Feeding – Intake of formula should be 1/2 to 3/4 teaspoon per 
feeding.  Do not overfeed.  Stimulate before and after each feeding 
 

Two to three weeks – 5” to 7” long 
Little fur all over – eyes still not open 
Weight – 35 to 60 grams 
Feeding – intake of formula should be 1 teaspoon per feeding.  
Feed every 1-1/2 to 2 hours and one feeding at night.  Two lower 
teeth should start to emerge.   Continue to stimulate. 
 

Three to four weeks – 7’ to 8” long 
Furry all over (except underside of the tail) - eyes still closed but 
starting to open at corners 
Weight – 60 to 90 grams 
Feeding – the baby should be taking 1/4 to 1/2 ounce of formula 
every 2 to 3 hours during the day with one feeding at night.  Still 
stimulate the baby.  Upper teeth should be emerging. 
 

Four to five weeks – 8” to 9” long 
Furry all over but cannot curl tail without assistance – eyes open 
Weight – 90 to 115 grams 
Feeding – The baby should eat 1/2 ounce of formula four times a 
day with no night feeding.  Watch the stool.  It should be little  
pellets (there should not be many).  If the pellets gets watery or 
squirty, cut down on the food intake.  Began adding a little Gerber’s 
Hi-Protein baby cereal mixed fresh at each feeding in the formula 
to thicken it a bit.  The bowel  should become firm plus this is a 
good way to introduce your baby to solid food (Some babies may 
gag).  Now you can start leaving some solid foods around for the 
baby to gnaw on such as peeled grapes, brown bread,              
unsweetened cereals, apples, pears (no citrus or bananas – too 
harsh).  At this point put the baby in a box with a screen over the 
top, or in a small cage. 
 

Five to six weeks – 8” to 9” long 
Furry all over (can curl tail a little), eyes are fully open 
Weight – 115 to 175 grams 
Feeding – the baby should be eating 1/2 to 1 ounce of formula with 
cereal every 4 hours during the day with no night feedings.  No 
molars yet.  The baby will start to nibble on everything.  Feed all 
foods listed above and add raw veggies such as carrots, broccoli, 
cauliflower, etc. 
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